Changes in hepatic levels of tyrosine aminotransferase messenger RNA during chemical hepatocarcinogenesis.
The activity of tyrosine aminotransferase (TAT) decreased biphasically in livers of rats fed 3'-methyl-4-dimethylaminoazobenzene (3'-MDAB). TAT activity decreased to an extremely low level at later stages of hepatocarcinogenesis. The activity of TAT is negatively correlated with alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) levels. The level of TAT enzyme activity in precancerous liver and hepatoma is a reflection of the amount of TAT mRNA. Dexamethasone increased the TAT enzyme activity and TAT mRNA concentration in rat livers during chemical carcinogenesis.